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Mentors, Patrons, Fellows and Members 

 
 
Acharya Kanaknandiji  Gurudev, Mentor  

Digambar Saint – Scientist-Scholar, writer, thinker. 
Authored about 400 books on Jain philosophy, comparison of modern science and Jain Philosophy. 
Organized several seminars and conferences at national and international level. Spiritual Poet 
 
 
 

Acharya Vijay Nandi Ghosh Surijishwarji , Mentor       
Scientists-Saint-  Scholar of Jain Philosophy  
Founder, Research Institute of Scientific Secrets from Indian Oriental Scriptures (RISSIOS). Authored   
many books, including Scientific Secrets of Jain Philosophy, Is Jain Geography – Astronomy True?. 
  

 
 Dr. Samani Chaitanya Prajnaji, Ph.D. (Philosophy), Mentor 

Professor, Department of Jainology and Comparative Religion and Philosophy, Jain Vishva Bharati 
Institute, Ladnun, (Rajasthan) India.  Formerly Bhagvan Mahavir International Research Centre, 
 Expert on Jainism, Comparative Religion and Philosophy, Preksha Meditation and Yoga, Science of 
Living, Nonviolence, Sanskrit, and Prakrit Language and Literature. 
Authored books on Jain Philosophy and Jainism, many articles and essays, Visiting Professor, Florida 

International University, Miami, USA. International conference on Science and Jain Philosophy (ICSJP-2) was 
organised under her guidance and direction at FIU in 2021 
E-mail: chaitanyapragya97@gmail.com;  
 
Padma Bhushan Dr. D. R. Mehta, Patron 

Founder and chief patron, JAIPUR FOOT, Bhagwan Mahaveer Viklang Sahayata Samiti (BMVSS), 
organization,  for the handicapped  for  free fitment distribution of artificial limbs/callipers etc.. 
Former chairman of Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI).   
 
  

 
Padmashri Dr. Sudhir Vadilal Shah, MD(medicine), DM (neurology).  Patron and Founding Fellow, JAS 

Professor & Head of neurology, at NHL Medical College. Director of neuroscience, Sterling hospital, 
Ahmedabad. Expert on stroke, Thrombolysis, epilepsy and parkinsonism.  
Immediate past president, Ahmedabad Neurology Association; executive member, IEA; secretary, 
AAON (Alzheimer), past president Ahmedabad Physician Association. Member, AAN, ENS, WFS & ISS. 
Recipient of  International award for Neurology and future medicine from UNO, 2003; Founder 

Chairman, National Jain Doctors' Federation – NJDF, international  coordinator of NJDF.  
E-mail: sudhirshah@hotmail.com  
 
Dr. Anil Kumar Jain, M. Sc., Ph. D. (Physics).  Founding Fellow, JAS 

Formerly Petroleum Reservoir Engineer/ Scientist in ONGC (India) and KOC (Kuwait). Authored 4 books 
and many  articles on Jain religion & society. Expert on  comparative study of Jainism & Science, and 
history. Settled in Jaipur. 
Email - aniljain57@hotmail.com 
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Dr. Anupam Jain, M.Phil, Ph.D.(Meerut Univ.), Founding Fellow, JAS      

Professor of Mathematics, Govt. College, Sanver, Madhya Pradesh. Formerly, Professor & Head, 
Department of Mathematics, Govt. Holkar Science College, Indore. Authored: 15 Books,130 Research 
Papers; 125 General articles; Expertise: History of Mathematics, Jain Mathematics;. Editor, Arhat 
Vachana. Indian Research Communication; Director, Ganini Jnanamati Shodhapiths, Executive Director 
& Hon. Secretary- Kundkund Jnanapith, Founder President, Research Promoting and Communication 

Society (Indore), General Secretary-Tirthankar Rishabha Dev Jain Vidwat Mahasangh (Hastinapur). Federation of 
Jain Research Organizations and libraries (Jamshedpur). Recipient- Shastri Parishad Journalism Award , Jnanamati 
Award, Tirhankar Rishabh Dev Award, Ahinsa International Journalism Award, Vishva Maitri Seva Samman, 
Vagishvari Award, Jain Agam Manishi Award, Acharya Yogindra Sagar Memorial Award. E-mail : 
anupamjain3@rediffmail.com  
 
 Dr. Bipin Doshi, MBBS, FCGP, Dip, Jainology, Physician, Jain Scholar, Social Worker, Founding Fellow, JAS 

Researcher, Popular Teacher of Jain philosophy,  story writer and presenter of Jain theme based 
dramas like Guru Gautam, Gandhi before Gandhi, Seth Motisha, Veer Bhamasha, Champa Shravika, 
Raja Kumarpal, Sheth Jagdushah etc; founder, Jain Chair, University of Mumbai. Authored many 
books including “Gandhi before Gandhi”. Email - drbipindoshi@yahoo.com 
 
 

Dr. Dharm Chand Jain, Ph.D., Founding Fellow, JAS 
Served as  Professor of Sanskrit, Jai Narain Vyas University, Jodhpur. Head of department of Sanskrit, 
Founder Director, Buddhist studies centre; Dean, faculty of Arts, education and social sciences. 
Expertise: Jainism, Buddhism, Indian philosophy and Prakrit. Comparative study of Buddhist and Jain 
Logic and epistemology. Authored/Edited more than 40  books. Chief editor,  Jinvani, Honoured with 
many prestigious awards. E-mail : dcjain.jnvu@gmail.com 

 
Dr. Jitendra B Shah, Ph.D.; Founding Fellow, JAS 

Former Director,  L.D. Institute of Indology, Jain Philosophy Chair Dr. B. R. Ambedkar University of Social 
Science, Mhow, M.P. Recepient many awards and honours including  Jain Ratna award, Founder of 
Shrut Ratnakar, institute for research and education in Jainism. Recepient of many awards and honours 
including Nagar Ratna award of Ahmedabad, Ritam award, Jain Padmashri, Acharya shri Vijay Amrut 

suri ji award etc.Authored 13 books, Delivered hundreds of lectures on Jainism in India and abroad.Participated in 
World Religion Parliament in Chicago in 1992; E-mail: jitendrabshah@yahoo.com 
 
Dr. Jeoraj Jain, Ph.D. Engineering (Dr.-Ing.) Germany,  Founding Fellow, JAS 

Worked with Tata Motors as Technical and Investment Consultant. Recipient of National Award in 
Fabrication Technology. Research on structure and quality of water. Authored several books  and  large 
number of Technical papers. Proposed a theory of life without DNA and RNA and a theory on the 
mechanism of characterization of water Expertise: Jain astronomy and Geography. E-mail: 
dr.jeorajjain.38@gmail.com  

 
Dr. M. S. Sisodia, M Sc.Tech., Ph.D. (Geology) ,  Founding Fellow,JAS   

Formerly Professor, Jai Narain Vyas University, Jodhpur; Visiting Scientist, Max Planck Institute, Germany; 
Physical research Laboratory, Ahmedabad. Research interests: Planetary science and Jain Darshan. 
Recipient of DAAD Fellowship, PRL research fellowship award and Research project award of Shell Oil 
India Project and Development. Published about 120 research papers and articles. Made a number of 
educational films at EMMRC of CEC, India telecast on Doordarshan, India. Email: sisodia.ms@gmail.com 

 
Dr. Narayan Lal Kachhara , B.E., M.E. (Mech.), Ph.D. (University of Salford, U.K.). Founding Fellow, JAS  

Former, Director, Kamla Nehru Institute of Technology, Sultanpur; Principal, Motilal Nehru Regional 
Engineering College, Allahabad. Interests: Religious and social causes. Scientific spiritualism, scientific 
nature of Jain philosophy; Authored: Several books including Scientific Exploration of Jain Doctrines, 
and articles on Jain Philosophy and science. Awards: Jain Agama Manishi Award by Jain Vishva Bharati, 

Acharya Mahaprajna Lifetime Achievement Award-2021. Invited speaker, Parliament of World’s 
Religions, Melbourne; Currently Professor Emeritus, Dept. of Jainology and Comparative Religion and Philosophy, 
and Advisor,  BMIRC, Jain Vishva Bharati Institute, Ladnun. E-mail - nlkachhara@yahoo.com.  
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Dr. Narendra Bhandari, M.Sc. Ph. D., (Physics), FNA, FASc, FNASc, FGSA; Founding Fellow and President, JAS 
Research in Planetary and Space Sciences , Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Mumbai, University 
of California, San Diego, and Physical Research Laboratory ISRO, Ahmedabad. Research on Moon 
samples brought by Apollo and Luna missions of NASA and USSR. Made pioneering contributions to 
planning  India’s first Mission to Moon, Chandrayaan-1, Member, Moon Mission Task Force, Science 
Advisory Board of ISRO and Mars Orbiter Mission; President, International Lunar Exploration Working 

Group (2005-2007). Awarded Outstanding Achievements Award of ISRO, Vikram Sarabhai award in Planetary and 
Space Sciences, National Mineral Award of Government of India and Certificate of Special Recognition by 
NASA,USA; Life time Achievement Award of Institute of Jainology, Ahmedabad, Marwar Ratna Award, Conferred,   
title of Space Visionary by the Space Visionary Society of California. Authored /Edited  several books: Mysterious 
Moon and India’s Chandrayaan-1 mission; Falling stones and Secrets of the universe; Books on Jainism: A universal 
and eternal path to enlightenment: Over300 Research papers. E-mail: nnbhandari@yahoo.com  
 
Dr. Paras Mal Agrawal , Ph.D. (Physics)  Founding Fellow, JAS 

 Served as Research Professional and visiting Professor, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, USA till 
2010. Earlier, served Govt. of Rajasthan and Vikram University, Ujjain. Published four books and 70 
research papers in the area of Molecular Dynamics, Chemical Physics and Quantum Mechanics. A 
renowned Jain scholar, published more than 200 articles, ten book-chapters, and four books in the area 
of Jainology including Soul Science (Samayasar in English). Honored by the Gyan Sagar Science 

Foundation with the prestigious ‘Jain Laureate’ award. E-mail : parasagrawal@hotmail.com        
 
Dr. Pratap Sanchetee, MBBS, MD, DM (Neurology). Founding Fellow, JAS 

 Served Armed Forces India (1974-1978) with the last tenure in teaching faculty at Armed Forces 
Medical College (AFMC), Pune. His vision is to elucidate the scientific and neurological basis of 
consciousness, meditation, and Jain dietary principles and practices so that they can be accepted by 
the people of all sects and beliefs. He has an active interest in Geriatrics, public health education, and 
medical journalism. He was Executive Editor, Medical Journal Armed Forces India, and Editor, Journal 

of Indian Academy of Geriatrics in the past. Currently, he is Professor at Jain Vishva Bharti Institute Ladnun, Chair 
Experimental Research at BMIRC, and Director Research at Spiritual Training Research Foundation (STRF) Mumbai. 
He has about 120 publications and edited six books and monographs. E-mail: pratap.sanchetee@gmail.com  
 
Dr. Rajmal Jain, M.Sc.  Ph.D. (Physics), FGSA,  Founding Fellow, JAS   

Outstanding Professor and Dean, Kadi Sarva Vishva Vidyalaya, Gandhinagar. Expert in solar astronomy. 
Professor, Udaipur Solar Observatory and Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad. Carried out 
satellite borne observations of Solar X rays aboard Indian space Mission SOXS. Jain scholar of eminence 
and social service, specifically related to children’s education. Awards: Fellowship Award, Royal 
Astronomical Society, London, International Young Astronomer Award from NOAO/USA; Vigyan 

Puraskar, Govt. of Rajasthan; Jain Ratna; Lifetime Achievement Award, Govt. of Madhya Pradesh; Social service and 
education “Sadbhavna Foundation”; Over 150 Research papers and 200 articles. E-mail: rajmal_9@yahoo.com;  
 
Dr. Surendra Singh Pokharna, Ph. D (Physics), Post Doctoral (Biophysics), P.G.Diploma, Founding Fellow, JAS 

Expertise: Operations Research. Assistant Professor (1979-1986) Sukhadia University. Senior Scientist 
at SAC (ISRO), Ahmedabad (1986-2004). Chief Operating Officer (COO) , Hitech Outsourcing Service 
(2004-2011. Active interest in Physics, Biophysics, Remote Sensing, Operations Research, Systems 
Studies, Indian Culture, portal development. About 150 publications. Actively involved in celebration 
of UN declared  International non-violence day from last six years to save the Earth from six extinction. 

Email: sspokharna15@yahoo.com  
 
Dr. Viney Jain, Ph.D. (Biophysics), Founding Fellow, JAS  

A biophysicist and radiation biologist; postgraduate and post-doctoral training from the universities in 
Goettingen, Kiel and Frankfurt/M, Germany. Recipient of the fellowship of the German Academic 
Exchange Service (DAAD) and the prestigious  Alexander von Humboldt Foundation Research 
Fellowship, Germany. Authored more than 150 research papers, served on faculties of the Physical 
Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad, All-India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi; National Institute 

of Mental Health and Neurosciences, Bangalore, Delhi University, Delhi and as a visiting professor/scientist at 
several universities in India, Germany, U.K., France, Netherlands and USA. Formerly Director, Institute of Nuclear 
Medicine and Allied Sciences, Delhi. Professor Emeritus at the B R Ambedkar Centre for Biomedical Research, 
University of Delhi, Visiting Scientist at the Wright State University, Dayton, Ohio, USA. Professor Emeritus at JVBI, 
Ladnun and Advisor to the International School of Jain Studies, New Delhi; President, Indian Photobiology Society 
and Indian Society for Radiation Biology. Edited and  co-authored 3 monographs in the field of radiation sciences; 
Member on the editorial boards of International Journal of Radiation Biology and Indian Journal of Experimental 
Biology, Recipient: Life Time Achievement award of Jain Academy of Scholars, 2021. Email: vineyjain@gmail.com  
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Dr. Veer Sagar Jain, Ph. D. (Jainism) Founding Fellow, JAS  
Head, Department of Jain Philosophy, Lal Bahadur Shastri Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, New Delhi. 
Awards: Acharya Umaswami Award, Mahaveer Puraskar, Rishabdev Puraskaar, and others. 
Publications: 100 research papers, 21 books, including Bhartiya darshan mei Atma-Parmatma 
,NyayMandir etc. Email: veersagarjain@gmail.com  
 

Dr. Kusum Jain, Ph.D. (Philosophy) Founding Fellow, JAS 
Formerly Professor of philosophy, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur (India), Dean faculty of Arts, Director 
P.G. School of Humanities, Head of the Department of Philosophy, Director U.G.C. Centre of Advanced 
Studies, Member, Governing Council of the Indian Council of Philosophical Research (ICPR), New Delhi. 
Research interest : Indian Philosophy, Socio-Political, Legal, Moral Philosophy and Applied Ethics; 
Human Rights, Alternative Models of Development, Bio-Ethical issues, Roots of Terrorism, Relationship 

between Economic Structures and Cultural Values, etc. Member, Editorial board of ‘Encyclopaedia of Non-violence’ 
and ‘Encyclopaedia of Aparigraha’ (non-possessiveness) published by the Prakrit Bharati Academy, Jaipur. Email: 
kusumonnet@yahoo.com 
 
Dr. Lata Bothra,  M.A. (Pol. Science), Ph.D. (Jainology), D.Lit. Founding Fellow, JAS   

Editor - Titthayara (monthly), Jain journal (quarterly), 14   Creative  Writings, 48 edited books, 67 
articles,  
Holding Jain Chair in All India Institute of Oriental Heritage, Guiding the students for PhD in Jainism. 
Three Documentary Video Films: Sraman Bhagwan Mahavir, Jain Heritage of Undivided Bengal, 
Ashtapad – The Original source of Culture Email: latabothra13@yahoo.com 

 
Dr. Ami Chand Dugar, B.E, Ph.D.(Sheff), M.I.Min.E, M.I.Chem.E, M.I.E, C.Engg. Fellow, JAS  

Recipient of NCB Research Assistantship at Mining Engineering Dept. and also Recipient of C.I.R.I.A. 
Fellowship for Evaluation of Control System for Vehicular Tunnels at Civil Engineering Dept., University 
of Sheffield, U.K. Worked at Central Mining Research Institute, CSIR, Dhanbad & National Metallurgical 
Laboratory, CSIR, Jamshedpur. Published few Research Papers. Dedication with vision for 
development of Young Generation of Jain Scholars for studies on Aagams and  Research in the field of 
Jain Philosophy. E-mail: acdugar@yahoo.com  

 
Dr. Ashok Kumar Jain, M.Sc., Ph.D (Botany), FBS, FLS, FES, LL.B. Fellow, JAS   

Hon. Director, Institute of Ethnobiology & Professor of Botany at Jiwaji University, Gwalior. Fellow, 
Linnean Society of London, Indian Botanical Society, Society of Ethnobotanists, Society of Bionaturalists, 
Indian Aerobiological Society and others. Authored/ edited five books and 95 research papers. Recipient 
of V Puri Medal by Indian Botanical Society; J W Harshberger Medal by Society of Ethnobotanists; 

Interests: Scientific aspects of Jainism, specially related to microorganisms. Email: asokjain2003@yahoo.co.in  
 
Dr. Alok Jain, Chemical Engineering & Petroleum Engineering.  Honorary Fellow, JAS   

A leader with over 40 years of experience in the upstream sector of the oil and gas industry in various 
technical and management positions in several international locations around the globe. Graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical Engineering, and a post graduate diploma in Petroleum 
Refining and Petrochemicals from India, followed by a Master’s degree in Petroleum Engineering from 
Canada. Currently, residing in Houston, USA and serving as a Board Member of Jain Vishwa Bharati 

Houston for the past 15 years. Keenly interested in learning about Jain Philosophy, applying it in personal life, and 
teaching it to senior Gyanshala students for the past three years or so. Have also offered summer courses in 
Practical Jainism to young adults. More recently, completed an online course on Science and Jain Philosophy and 
wrote a paper on “Jainism – A spring of eternal happiness” in connection with the above course. Hold a firm belief 
that there is a lot that can be done to simplify the key concepts in Jain Philosophy and spread them more broadly 
to people around the globe through organizations like the Jain Academy of Scholars. Email - alokrita@att.net 
 
Dr. Anita Waghani ,.       Fellow, JAS   

Anita Waghani leads environmental stewardship and sustainable food programs, including organic 
farming education, land restoration and water conservation. She is passionate about building a 
diverse, inclusive, caring and equitable community rooted in nonviolence and intentional living 
connected to the land. She leads the Soil and Water Stewardship Program for Tilth Alliance, a leading 
non-profit organization in the Pacific Northwest region of the US, that works statewide on a variety 

of projects to help connect people with their food systems. 
. Email -  anitawaghani@tilthalliance.org 
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Mr. Arun Jain ,.       Fellow, JAS   

Arun founded Intellect Design Arena with the dream of delivering world class IT Products, Platforms 
and Technologies for the Global Financial Sector. The experience of working with Global leaders in 
this space for over three decades as Co-Founder of Nucleus Software and Founder of Polaris Software 
provided him with the domain expertise which was blended with superior technology in realizing this 
vision.  

Arun is a proponent of Design Thinking and champions its adoption and practice in Industry, Academics, 
Governance and Entrepreneurship.  
Arun started Mission Samriddhi with the vision of creating positively impacting the rural population of India by 
catalysing transformation in the spaces of Education, Healthcare, Agriculture & Livelihood and Self Governance 
covering 8 states. He also leads/participates in Government Forums and Startup Ecosystems to further the spirit of 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship in the IT space.. Email -  arunjain2@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Anuj Naheta, Finance and Strategic management,  Fellow, JAS   

 I have received a bachelor's degree in Finance and Strategic management from the University of 
Southern California, Los Angeles. Having initiated and executed several businesses over the past 13 
years within the fields of import/export/technology/logistics/precious metals spread across more than 
20 countries I am currently working within the Space Industry with a few projects related to the NASA 
CLPS Lunar Missions. I have been brought up under the guidance of several Jain gurus such as 

Padamsagarji, Arunodaysagarji, Ajaysagarji (currently overlooking manuscript study and translation at Koba, 
Ahmedabad), studying several scriptures myself with a deep interest in practical application /implementation / 
interpretation of Jain agams and to help prove and spread them to the Youth of tomorrow who are not imbibed 
with the virtues/values we have been given from birth. I strongly believe that there is a systemic change required 
to improve the quality of life of our future generations through the implementation of the best Jain principles from 
a very young age and we are also working on the next generation of primary/secondary schooling system inspired 
by Ad Astra (Elon Musks private School) combined with teachings from spiritual masters so that we can help 
produce the next era of conscious leaders who are compassionate towards all living beings and are able to 
propagate the same to their future generations through leading by example. Jain Science Studies : Self-Study 
in several Agamas under guidance of respected Acharyas and Ajay Sagarji Maharasaheb who is responsible for 
overlooking indexing of the largest collection of Jain Manuscripts in the world at Koba Tirth Gyanmandir, 

Ahmedabad. Email: anujnaheta99@gmail.com 
 
 Mr.Bakul N. Matalia B. Pharm,      Fellow, JAS 

Mr.Bakul N. Matalia, a Florida, USA resident, is a strict follower of Jain dharma. By profession he is a 
retired pharmacist. He owned and operated very successful and thriving pharmacy business and 
practiced pharmacy for over 45 years. 
He retired in 2015 from profession to pursue Jain Dharma,social work, philanthropy and volunteerism. 
He led Gujarati Samaj as a president for 6 years. Mr.Matalia travelled to India to learn basics of Jain 

dharma and also followed teachings of Dr. Bipin Doshi and Mr.Pravin K.Shah. He learned in deep, Tattvarthsutra, 
Atmasidhhi and other Jain scriptures. Mr. Matalia is also actively participates in Multifaith and interfaith dialogues 
regularly. He is a regular speaker in a monthly Multifaith meetings representing Jain dharma. Mr. Matalia is also 
ardent follower of Gandhian philosophy. He is a 3rd generation Gandhian family. He recently led a USA delegation 
to South Africa for Gandhi Mandela King Conference. He is a voracious reader, writer of many articles, speaker in 

various settings on various subjects..   Email: bakul.matalia@yahoo.com 
  

Dr. C. Devakumar M.Sc. (Chem., IIT, Chennai), Ph.D., (ICAR-IARI, New Delhi), ARS, FJAS, Fellow, National Academy 

of Agricultural Sciences, India (FNAAS), Fellow, Indian Chemical Society, Kolkatta etc.  Held various 
positions such as Assistant Director General, ICAR, New Delhi, and Principal Scientist,  ICAR-IARI 
Among his notable contributions, novel green chemical viz. Neem Coated Urea finds application in 
India helping in attenuating fertiliser use efficiency and  minimising milk adulteration and 
environmental pollution.  Guided several M.Sc. and Ph.D. scholars, authored  over 200 research 

papers, 30 book chapters, 14 patents and a couple of books  including Bhagwan Bahubali (2017) and Tamil version 

of Acharya Sri Indranandi ji's श्रतुावतारम ्(śrutāvatāram).  He has delivered over 30 invited lectures both in India and 

abroad.  He presented  papers in ICSJP (2016 &2021). He has been the Editor/ Editorial member of  several journals.   

Served as a consultant to GoI, UN-FAO and  other international organizations.  He has been an active blogger in 

Yahoogroups in Jainism and is gifted with multilingual proficiency. His  agamic discourse in Tamil exceeds 500 
audios.   Email: cdevakumar@gmail.com 
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Dr. Dileep Dhing, B.Com., LL.B., M.A.-Prakrit (Gold Medalist), Ph.D., Fellow, JAS 
 Expertise: Jainology, Hindi Literature, Vegetarianism etc. Author and  Editor of  Hindi prose and poetry,  
Awarded : Acharya Hasti Smriti Samman 2006, Acharya Hasti Ahimsa Award 2015, Seva Ratna (2015), 
Acharya Hasti Karuna Speaker Award 2015 , Anuvrat Lekhak Puraskar 2016 Kundakunda Gyanapith 
Puraskar 2017, Jito Star Seva Award 2019, Acharya Nanesh Smriti Samman 2019.  
 Authored: 15, Edited 55 books) , Email: drdhing@gmail.com 

 
Mr. Dilip Jain, CA and has a PGDM (MBA) from SPJIMR,  Fellow, JAS 

 Entrepreneurship, Education, and Environment are the 3E's of Dilip's work ethic and his NGO dJED 
Foundation also works at grass root level on same 3E’s. He spent 7 years in senior management roles 
with Marico & Voltas (Tata Group) in corporate strategy & planning, finance & procurement, mergers & 
acquisitions, etc. Following that, he joined a family business (Gujarat Infrapipes) and played an 
instrumental role in its development to the industry's number one position. Parallel to that, he co-

founded an industrial park development company (Aventus Estate) in a joint venture with a PE fund, and as its CEO, 
he completed 150 acres of projects. He has been a key support in few start-up’s like Agriforetell, etc. 
He is a public speaker and has spoken/ taught on a variety of topics. He is continually learning, doing, and sharing, 
and he recently completed a Leadership course in Biodiversity Conservation after learning the fundamentals of 
Natural Farming and Sustainable Building Construction. Dilip is also a member of the New Acropolis International 
Organisation, Indian Multiversities Alliance, and Ascent Foundation. 
Dilip also consults & coaches business owners, entrepreneurs, educationists & top management on topics ranging 
from purpose & philosophy, to strategy & structure, to thought leadership & innovation, to inorganic growth & CSR, 
to personal growth & transformation. In 2020, he founded the dJED Foundation. The main aim is to move the 
world's attention from Economy (part) to Ecology (whole). The existing western belief system, which underpins the 
economy and all of its systems, has been destructive for species, societies, and spirituality. We need a model that 
allows people to learn, be, and do everything in harmony with nature and life. 
For over a decade, he has being studying philosophies of the east & west, symbolism, psychology, religion, etc. and 
has deep interest in principles of Jainism as he believes that if practiced, these principles have the potential to save 
the world from various crisis that it faces and has been working to redefine the religious rituals in context of current 
times & circumstances. He has written articles and recorded many videos on such topics. He was awarded Social 
Excellence award by SPJIMR and Ice Stupa project got Rolex Award for Enterprise in the USA., Email: 
jaindilip80@gmail.com 
 
Ms. Dhruti Rathi, MBA, Fellow, JAS  

Dhruti Rathi, currently residing in New Jersey, USA. An MBA finance from Narsee Monjee Institute of 
Management Studies, Mumbai, as well as a SAP professional. Presently an entrepreneur with avid 
interest in Jain History, Jain Geography, Jain Epigraphy, History of Persian, Greek and Egyptian 
civilizations.  In-person Guest lecturer for Jainism at Virginia Commonwealth University and Regional 
High schools in Virginia for five years.  After moving to New Jersey, recorded video lectures continued 

at Virginia Commonwealth University. Invited to speak at Comparative Religion Conference in Richmond, Virginia. 
Multi-time speaker at Religious Baccalaureate Services, Maggie Walker Governor's High School, Virginia. Guest 
Speaker at Rotary Club of Richmond for Charity and Jainism. Jain Pathshala teacher at Hindu Center of Virginia for 
four years. Involved in transliteration of Jain texts. Invited to join discussions of History papers on Ancient India. 
Currently, researching historical and numismatics references in ancient Jain literature, primarily overlooked by 
mainstream historians, to provide literary evidence from Jainism sources for establishing historicity of Indian Punch 
Marked coins. Email id : dhrutirathi@gmail.com 
 
Dr. Gyan Chand Jain, M.V.Sc., Ph.D. (Physiology), Fellow, JAS  

B.V. Fellow ISSAR, and ARS. Veterinary Surgeon, Director, Indian Institute of Veterinary and Animal 
Science, Jaipur. expertise: endocrinology, embryo transfer and In-vitro fertilization. over 275 papers, six 
books. He is a well known Yoga instructor in Jaipur. Recipient of Bharat Jyoti Award. E-mail : 
drgcjain08@gmail.com  

 
Dr.  Indarchand Dudhedia, M. E in Mech-Production Engineering., Fellow, JAS  

 A recipient of "Proficiency Certificate in Teaching" from BITS he began his teaching career in 1973 and 
grew to become Principal of Engineering College in 1987 in rural Maharashtra, advancing from lecturer 
through assistant/associate professor to professor.  
     In 1992, he chose second career in Indusry. There he demonstrated his proficiency not only in 

Industrial Training (Employee Orientation, Leadership Development, Focused Marketing) but also in Plant 
Maintenance, ISO 9000 Quality Management Systems, Industrial Production and rose from Sr Manager to Executive 
Assistant to the Chairman of Jain Irrigation Systems Ltd, an organization of international repute. 
Leaving industrial work he serendipitously discovered his third career while reading texts on Jainism, impressed 
and stirred by its scientific content. Besides several books, "Jainism: the Universal Philosophy, Exposition of its 

Scientific Foundations (Weer 2542) " and "अररहंत दंसण (अररहंत दर्शन) स्कंध 1 (Weer 2549)" are his noteworthy 
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contributions. The स्कंध 2 is readied for publication.  Currently he is engaged in authoring 3 books : 1 Mahawira & 

Science, 2 Human Destiny & Determinism, 3 Karma Doctrine & Jain Science. He has delivered over 250 small 
messages on Jain Science and Samayik Practice on whatsapp. He is available on Twitter & Blogger also. Email : 
indradudhedia@gmail.com 
 
Shri Jinendra Kumar Surana , M.Sc (Geology),  Fellow, JAS 

Formerly Superintending Hydrogeologist, Government of Rajasthan; State Engineer, Govt. of Algeria, 
Algiers Member, Science Study Centre, Udaipur, Scholar of Jain philosophy.  
E-mail : jinendra.surana@gmail.com  
 
 

 
Shri Jasvant Shah, Electrical & Mechanical Engineer,    Fellow, JAS 

Retired entrepreneur, founder Trustee of Sthanakvasi Jain Trust - Vapi, Gujarat 
Diploma in Jainology, Prakrit &amp; Apabhramsa, Jain Philosophy Literature 
Presented several papers on Jain philosophy related subjects in numerous seminars in English, Hindi & 
Gujarati. Participated in International Conference hosted by Jain Vishvabharti Institute in Mumbai. 
Completed translation from Gujarati / Hindi to English for a book "Development of Jainisim in India 

and Abroad",  Currently translating Hindi book "Bhartiya Darshan Mein Atma Evam Parmatma". Paper selected in 
“World Congress on Logic & Religion” being held in Varanasi in November 2022. E-mail : Jdshah.vapi@gmail.com 
 
Padmashri Dr. Kumarpal Desai, M.A, Ph.D,     Fellow, JAS 

He has acquired Formidable reputation as a writer of inspirational, spiritual and value enriched 
literature. He has authored more than a 100 books which encompass a wide spectrum, comprising, 
biography, criticism, research, translation, novella, religion and children’s literature. His Ph.D., thesis 
was on ‘Mahayogi Anandghan’ which was the result of his researching 400 manuscripts. He taught 
Guajarati literature for 38 years and retired as the Dean of the faculty of Arts and Director, School of 

Languages, Gujarat University. He has the unique distinction of being a Ph.D. guide in four disciplines- Literature, 
journalism, Jain Philosophy and peace-related research. E-mail: kumarpalid1@gmail.com  
 
Dr. Laxmi Chandra Jain,  Ph.D. (Physics),     Fellow, JAS   

Formerly Professor of Physics, Govt. Engineering college, Jabalpur,(M.P); Editor: Purusharth Deshana by 
Acharya Vishuddha Sagarji; Jain Yoga Darpana by Pt. B. L. Jain, and Tarun Shankhnada. Author: Amrit 
Bindu and Akshara Amrit, several papers on Jainism.  
E-mail : drjainjbp@yahoo.com  
 

 
Dr. Long Jeffery,  Ph.D. (Physics),     Honorary Fellow, JAS   

Jeffery D. Long is the Carl W. Zeigler Professor of Religion, Philosophy, and Asian Studies at Elizabethtown 
College, in Pennsylvania, where he has taught since receiving his doctoral degree from the University of 
Chicago Divinity School in the year 2000. He is the author of several books, including Hinduism in 
America: A Convergence of Worlds (2020) and Jainism: An Introduction (2009), the editor of Perspectives 

on Reincarnation: Hindu, Christian, and Scientific (2019) and the co-editor of Nonviolence in the World’s Religions: 
A Concise Introduction (2021) and Beacons of Dharma: Spiritual Exemplars for the Modern World (2019). Dr. Long 
also edits the series Explorations in Indic Traditions: Ethical, Philosophical, and Theological for Lexington Books. He 
has spoken at many prestigious venues, including Princeton University, Yale University, the University of Chicago, 
Berkeley University, and the United Nations, where he presented three times in the year 2019, including for the 
International Day of Yoga. In 2018, the Hindu American Foundation gave Dr. Long its Dharma Seva Award for his 
ongoing work to promote more accurate and culturally sensitive representations of Hinduism and other Indic 
traditions in the American educational system and popular media, and in 2021, Elizabethtown College gave him its 
Ranck Award for Excellence in Research. On the 15th of May of this year, Dr. Long will be speaking at the Indian 
Consulate in New York on the important topic of nonviolence. 
 
Prof. Melanie Barbato, M.A, Ph.D,     Fellow, JAS 

 Dr. Melanie Barbato received a doctorate in Indology and Religious Studies from LMU Munich for 
her study of different interpretations of anekāntavāda. 
Her thesis was published as Jain Approaches to Plurality: Identity as Dialogue by Brill/ Leiden in the 
series Currents of Encounter. 

Melanie is a research associate at the University of Münster, a coordinator of the Network of Hinduism in Dialogue 
that is based at the Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies 
and an associate editor of CrossCurrents, a journal that is published by the University of North Carolina Press. 
She is currently involved in two collaborative book projects relating to Jainism: 
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an edited volume on practical applications of anekāntavāda and a book on Jain-Catholic dialogue that focuses on 
compassion, nonviolence and environmental awareness. She has taught about Jainism both in university contexts 
and to general audiences. Email id: melanie.barbato@googlemail.com 
 
Dr. Madan Lal Modi, Ph.D.       Fellow, JAS   

formerly Sr. Scientist with Defence Research Development Organization.  Author: many books on 
Jainism and science. 
E-mail : lightquanta@yahoo.co.in 
 
 

 
Mr. Mahesh Wadher,      Honorary Fellow, JAS 

 Entrepreneur, Visionary   and Philanthropist. Founder of Amtex Corporation   
Founder, President of   Shiv Shakti Industries Inc,  Krupallu Investment LLC, and Wadher Investments 
LLC-   Commercial Real Estate Owners & Developers. President of Federation of Jain Association in North 
America (JAINA); Past President : Anekant Community Center, Los Angeles. 

Convener of 2019 JAINA Convention, Co-Convener 2021 JAINA Convention. The vision and goal are to foster, 
promote and support Health, Education, and Cultural activities.  Email - mahesh.wadher@gmail.com 
 
Dr. Manju Nahata  B.Sc., LL.B., Ph. D,   Fellow, JAS 

 Dr. Dr. Manju Nahata is a multi-dimensional personality; a scholar of distinction, an accomplished 
artist, renowned author and a revered academician. She has chosen art as a medium for propagating 
and popularising Jain philosophy and has meticulously used this unique approach in her Ph.D, 
“Chitron Mein Anekanta Darshan" from Jain Vishwa Bharti, Rajasthan. She has remarkably illustrated 
the life of her spiritual guide Ganadhipati Tulsi in a 4ft. x 56 ft. long mural painting and has also painted 

approximately 1000 Jain manuscripts. 
Dr. Nahata has authored many scholarly books and articles, notable among them are “Anekantavada through 
paintings” and a series of books on “Jain Dharma Mein Karma Mimansa”. 
As an academician she has conceptualised and conveyed several certified courses in Jain Geography, Karmic Theory, 
Prakrit and Sanskrit. Her lectures and seminars on topic such as Karmavad, Gyan Mimamsa, Jain Cosmology have 
been a beacon of knowledge for those interested in research and study. 
Dr. Manju Nahata’s contribution in the field of Jain study is unparalleled and has received several recognitions such 
as Brahmi Kala Puraskar, Mrinal Kanti Award, Jain Vidya, Pratibha Pruraskar and Shravika Gaurav Sambodhan to 
name a few. Following her quest to spread the teachings of Mahavira, she has undertaken to assimilate the 
invaluable knowledge of Jain Aagams and its derivative scriptures into a comprehensive Encyclopaedia. This 
ongoing research endeavour will assist and aid both Jains and non-Jains in their scholarly pursuits. Emal id : 
renukap45@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Mayank Barjatya  Bio architect   Associate Fellow, JAS 

 Mayank is an Bio architect and building biologist by profession since 1998 , he is  a human energy 
expert and bio-energetican. Since 2012  he has taken the task of bringing hidden Jain knowledge to the 
scientific community, his search took him it Germany & France to study Jain sacred geometry.  Mayank 
is a sadhak doing research under guidance from Guruver Vairgya Ratiji Maharajsaab,Shrut Bhavan 
Pune, his research in Bhaktamar strotra is appreciated and fine tuned by Gurudev Pranam Sagarji 
Maharajshri and awarded by Naye Padamsagarji Maharajsaab, Mayank is teaching the Jain sciences in 

Kund Kund Gyan Peeth Indore and has conducted several talk and online programs based on Jain human and vastu 
sciences. At present he is working in Jain quantum physics, anekantwad and trying to decode process to develop 
vishisht Mati gyan in modern times.Emal id : mayank@vastuworld.com 
 
Dr. Narendra Parson, (MBBS)     HonoraryFellow, JAS 

Graduated from Medical School in Calcutta, India. 
Post-doctoral training in: New Dehli India, Oxford England, Columbia New York 
Assistant Professor UCLA, Private Practice – Anaesthesiology,  
Author: Pulmonary gas exchange, effect of high altitude and hypoxia Effect of nitroprusside on gas 
exchange; Member academic liaison committee JAINA; Lectured at UCSB on Jain art and principles 

Active  interest in  Jain principles as applied to the medical profession, Heath Benefits of vegetarianism 
Volunteer in: medical camps, Food camps for needy.  E-mail : narendraparson43@gmail.com 
 
Dr. Nimisha Asthagiri, (software engineering and architecture)  Honorary Fellow, JAS 

Nimisha Asthagiri is a dedicated educator of Jain principles for youth in North America, through her 
roles as Pathshala teacher in the Boston community and as an author of Jain education materials for 
her sangh. Her approach to using western cultural elements and current events to convey nuanced Jain 
wisdom is highly appreciated and recognized by her students and their parents. A notable example is 
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a unique 2-hour musical drama that teaches Karmic philosophy, Kashays, and Mahavir swami's own struggles. This 
drama, The Karmic Forces (or Karmo ni Karamat), is depicted through modern characters from Star Wars, Inside 
Out, and Chocolate Factory, to bring Jain philosophy to life for our children and community. Professionally, Nimisha 
has two degrees from MIT, a long-term technologist specializing in software engineering and architecture. Most 
recently, she consults as a Digital Platform Strategist for multiple clients and has served as Chief Architect at edX. 
Through her industry experience, she applies Learning Science concepts to education and training workshops that 
are proven to enhance long-term learner retention and engagement. She is a published author, holder of multiple 
patents, and a keynote speaker. 
She looks forward to driving forward educational initiatives for the betterment of humanity, leveraging the 
fundamentals of Jain teachings. 
 
Dr. Nidhi Jain, BHMS, Naturopath, Nutritionist, Diabetes Educator, Sujok Therapist   Fellow, JAS 

She is being running private practice of homeopathy since 2006, which was free of cost till 2015 
including medication, also provide free medication & Treatment for patients who can’t afford.she has 
solid experience in health care along with broad clinical knowledge and Practice Naturopathy, Sujok 
Therapy, homeo classical and mind Method for treatment of patients. She is well versed in Diabetes 

Treatment and Successfully researched over 15 remedies for diabetes, Cholesterol and cancer. Organised free 
health Camps in Various cities and Conducted Various sessions related to Diabetes education. She is also an active 
social worker and got well versed in numerous spiritual texts of Jainism under the Guidance of P P Gurudev Gulab 
muniji ms. Which helps her to treat her patients with empathy and patience.  
She has her experience in editing work of 3 books and Delivering discourse based on jain agam sutras in public. 
Email – drnidhimdl@gmail.com 
 
Dr. Nandita Shah, civil engineer specializing in earthquake-resistant structures & tunnel engineering 

          Fellow, JAS 
Dr. Nandita Shah, a civil engineer specializing in earthquake-resistant structures and tunnel 
engineering. A gold medallist in physics, I secured the top spot at Expotech for my innovative water 
purification project, and my paper on building services in high-rise structures earned me a certificate 
of excellence from Walchand College. With experience in planning and design at Shirke Construction 

Technology, I’m also a certified emergency medical technician and an 18-year veteran gemologist. 
As the founder of directdiamond.in & Gemshastra, my startup was recognized as the best global startup by Jagat 
Vyapar. I received accolades from the Women Entrepreneurs Enclave for Science and Innovation at the United 
Nations. A certified scientist in meteorites and planetary sciences by GSITI, my academic journey includes a 
master’s in quantum physics and a doctorate in the purification of contaminated water using a combination of 
minerals, along with protection from harmful radiations using natural minerals. 
An exceptional moment was presenting my research paper at the United Nations in New York in 2023—an honor 
that crowned my dedication to science and innovation. Email – nanditashah123@gmail.com 
 
Dr. Parveen Jain, Ph.D.      Honorary Fellow, JAS 

 Founder and chief executive of multiple technology companies, including a senior executive role at 
McAfee, the cyber security company. philanthropist and held leadership roles in several social  
organizations; Trustee, International Mahavira Jain Mission; Active role in founding ‘Siddhachalam’, 
the first Jain tīrtha outside India. He led the team to build Jain Temple in the San Francisco Bay Area; 
Chairman and President of Jain Center of Northern California.  Currently  Advisor,JCNC. Founding 

Director, Sunnyvale Hindu Temple, Trustee of the American Foundation for the Blind; Founding team member of 
the South Asian Heart Center. Founding Director of Stanford Center for Asian Health Research and Education 
(Stanford-CARE). Mentoring bright entrepreneurs; serves on the Boards of several technology companies. 
Author:An Introduction to Jain Philosophy. Interests: furthering the initiatives inspired by Ācārya Sushil Kumar in 
the service of Jain tradition: promoting the message of nonviolence, creating Jain educational platforms, and 
applying Jain principles to everyday life of the growing global Jain community, for current and future generations. 
Email - parveenjain.com. 
 
Dr. Priyadarshana Jain, Ph.D. Prof and Head, Dept of Jainology, University of Madras, Fellow, JAS 

 Dr. Priyadarshana Jain from Rajasthan living in Chennai is M.A, M.Phil and Ph.D in Jain Studies, Diploma 
in Prakrit and Master Diploma in Naturopathy and Yogic Sciences. At present she is serving as  Prof and 
Head Dept of Jainology, University of Madras, Chennai. She has been a practicing Jain and teaching 
Jainism for the past 30 years and Prakrit for the past 22 years. She is a resource person for International 
School for Jain Studies where she has been teaching foreign scholars for the past 15 years. She also 

served as the Director of Buddhist Studies at the University of Madras and is a member of the Academic Council 
and many prestigious academic bodies. She has organised and conducted many National and International 
Seminars and Workshops related to Jainism, Buddhism, Holistic Healing, Meditation, etc.  
She is the Co-ordinator of Arugga Bohi Labham, a Fitness and Wellness Program conducted. She is a resource person 
for Parmagam Honours Course wherein she is currently handling 3 batches Internationally. 
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Empowering the youth holistically is my mission and passion. She specializes in teaching Comparative Jain 
Philosophy and Religious Thought integrating ancient and modern science. Email : priyadarshanajain@yahoo.in 
 
Dr. Prasannanshu a Jain, LL.B., M.A. (Lingu.,D.U.), M.A. (Gen., Fellow, JAS 

 Prof. (Dr.) Prasannanshu LL.B., M.A. (Lingu.,D.U.), M.A. (Gen. Lingu., Univ. of Groningen, The 
Netherlands), M.A. (Eng.),M.Sc. (Univ. of Potsdam, Germany), M.Phil. (D.U.), Ph.D. (D.U.). 
Professor, NationalLaw University, Sector 14, Dwarka, New Delhi 110078. Director, Centrefor 
Linguistic Justice and Endangered Languages, NLUD. Project Coordinator of'Study and Research 
towards Preservation and Promotion of Indigenous andEndangered Languages'. Member of the 

Publication Committee ofthe Linguistic Society of India (2018-20). Visiting Professor,Université Paris Nanterre, 
France; Visiting Professor, UniversitàDel Piemonte Orientale (UPO), Italy; Fellow of the Institute forAdvanced 
Studies in the Humanities, Edinburgh, UK. British AcademyVisiting Scholar. Communication Skills, 
Linguistics,Neurolinguistics, Psycholinguistics, Clinical Linguistics, AnthropologicalLinguistics., Has been associated 
with: University of Delhi(India), IASH, University of Edinburgh (UK), American Institute of IndianStudies (AIIS), MAIT 
(GGSIPU, Delhi), Skyline University College, Sharjah(U.A.E.), Bureau of Parliamentary Studies and Training, 
Parliament of India,LNJN National Institute of Criminology and Forensic Science, AIIMS, ICAI, andseveral others. E-
mail: prasannanshu@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Ramgopal Jain,      Fellow, JAS 

Worked in Delhi Electric Undertaking,  Expertise: Jainism as a Science.  Propagator of Jain philosophy 
and Jain culture; Authored articles “Body & Soul, Birth & Death. Mission: to prove Jainism as laws of 
Nature. Email - rgjain33c@gmail.com 
 
 

 
Dr. Renuka J. Porwal B.Sc., LL.B., Ph. D,   Fellow, JAS 

 Dr. Renuka J. Porwal B.Sc., LL.B., Ph.D. from Mumbai University is visiting lecturer and research 
Scholar. She is associated with Inter National School of Jain Studies, Somaiya College and Sathaye 
College. She is a committee member of Jain Yuvak Sangha, Jain Patrakara Sangh and a president of 
Bharat Jain Mahamandal- Mulund branch. She authored three books – 1. Yognishtha Bhuddhisagarji 
Ek Addhyayan. 2. The Jaina Stupa at Mathura: ART & Icons. 3. Yugdrasta Yognishtha no Jnan Vaibhav. 

She received Srutabhakti, Durlabhsagar and appreciation award from Mahudi Trust and Jito. She also received the 
SILVER MEDAL of Asiatic Society  for her book on Mathura’s Jaina Stupa. 
Presently she is convenor of  the courses on Jain Art and Archaeology at Sathaye College, Parle, Mumbai. Email: 
renukap45@gmail.com 
 
Dr. Subhash C. Jain Ph.D (Civil Engineering),   Fellow, JAS  

Professor Emeritus, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of Iowa, Iowa, USA. 
Academic Interests: nature of reality. Has developed karma theory in a modern way.  E-mail: subhash-
jain@uiowa.edu       
 
 

 
Dr. Sulekh C. Jain, Ph.D ( Mechanical Engineering ),    Fellow, JAS  

Past Secretary and President of Federation of Jain Associations in North America (JAINA), Jain Society 
of Houston, Jain Center of Cincinnati/Dayton and several other organizations. Founder /Co-Founder of 
over 15 organizations and institutions in North America; Currently with International School for Jain 
Studies. Author: An Ahimsa Crisis: You Decide, (www.isjs.in); and speaker on Jainism, Ahimsa and 
Gandhi The International School for Jain Studies (which he co-founded in 2004) has been instrumental 

in changing the face of Jain Academic Studies in North America and Europe.  
He has taught at several Universities in USA, (including MIT as a Guest Lecturer), Canada, U.K and India.  He has 9 
US and International patents on technology and more than 50 papers and publications.  Retired  from GE Aircraft 
Engines in Cincinnati, Ohio in 1998. Recipient of  many awards from commercial, professional and religious 
organizations, including  JAINA “Ratna Award”. of JAINA in 2009.   Email - scjainphd@gmail.com 
 
Ms Sushma Parekh, MSEE (Electronics Engineering), Inner MBA, Honorary Fellow, JAS 

Worked in Aerospace industry, currently working at Moog Inc, as Principal Engineer, responsible for 
Research and Development of innovative Motion Control technologies used in Commercial and Military 
Aircrafts. Adjunct Professor at Claremont School of Theology that offers graduate program in Jain 
Studies & Guest Lecturer at Loyola Marymount University. Jain Religion pathshala teacher at Jain Center 

of Southern California. Member of JAINA Academic Liaison Committee (ALC), Trustee of Shrimad Rajchandra 
Mission Dharampur USA; Awards: Performance Centered Leadership, International Who’s Who: Professional 
Management, GEC Marconi Engineering Award, Email : sushama.parekh@gmail.com 
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Dr. Shyam Lal Godawat, M. Sc (Ag), Ph.D.,     Fellow, JAS  

Maharana Pratap University of Agriculture & Technology, Udaipur; Head, Department (Plant Breeding 
& Genetics),  Dean, Rajasthan College of Agriculture, Udaipur. Developed many high yielding hybrids 
and composites varieties of maize; 80 research papers and many popular scientific articles; Interests: 
Jainism and social service. E-mail : shyamgodawat@gmail.com  
 

 
Dr. Shugan C. Jain,      Fellow, JAS 

Information Systems consultant and entrepreneur in USA, The Netherlands and India. 
Founder Director, International School for Jain studies ‘ISJS’ (www.isjs.in ); Introduced Jain studies in 
the universities abroad. Organised twenty annual residential schools in India and Bangkok to train 
over 780 scholars from 22 countries and over 100 universities. Organised twelve national and 
international seminars on different aspects of applied Jainism.. Organiser of four Jain schools in old 

Delhi catering to over 2000 students from poor families. Awarded JAINA USA, Acharya Hastimal Award Jodhpur, 
Samajratna by Jain Shiksha Samriddhi, Amedabad Authored:   more than 10 books including Gandhi & Jainism, 
Jainism for young inquisitives, Sallekhana and  Several papers/articles. E-mail: shuganjain1941@gmail.com 
 
Dr. Sushma Singhvi, M.A. (Sanskrit) Ph.D.,   Fellow, JAS 

 Emeritus Professor, Prakrit and Sanskrit, JVBI- Ladnun,  
 Served as Director- Research, Prakrit Bharati Academy, Jaipur; Chairperson, Rajasthan Sanskrit  
Academy, Department of Art, Literature, Culture and Tourism, Government of Rajasthan; Director in 
Vardhman Mahaveer Open University. Recipient of many honours and awards including the “Kunda 
Kunda Bharati Puruskara” by the Times of India Group in 1989; recognition by the Governor of the 

State of Ohio, USA for Fundamental Principles of Jainism in 2003. Exponent of  Jainism, Indian Culture & Philosophy 
through Sanskrit and Prakrit texts. Authored/Edited “Ahimsa Ka Itihaas: Yajniya Pariprekshya”, “Some Jain Concepts 
and Conduct”, “Dhyaanashataka”, “Aparigraha Vishva Kosh”, “Beyond Sustainable Economy”, 
“Dwaadashaaranayachakra” and others. Synthesis and applications of doctrines of Ahimsa-Aparigraha-Anekanta 
Email : dr.sushmasinghvi@gmail.com 
 
Dr. Sejal Shah, Ph.D.,   Fellow, JAS 

 She is a well-known academician & research scholar dedicated to Jain literature.  
Currently, she is doing – 
1. Well-known Speaker – conducted Paryushan Mahaparva, Oli Parva in different parts of the world. 
And she also delivered many lectures during Paryushan Vyakhyanmala. 2. She conducts Shibir fo 
young children of India to make them understand Jainism. 3. She is well known Poet and writer in 

Gujarati literature also. 4. She is the editor of 3 Jain Magazine. 5. She has presented over 150 papers in National 
& international seminars and written over 100 articles in different volumes. 6. She is managing Director of Jain 
Sahitya Academy Trust, where under her leadership, many courses related to Jain Literature are conducted in Jain 
Aagam, Jain Literature, Jain Music, Jain Tirthyarta, Scientific approach & Jainism etc 7. She is Ph.D. Guide. Email : 

sejalshah702@gmail.com 

 
Dr. Sonal Jayaswal, Ph.D.,     Fellow, JAS 

She  is an engineer and management graduate with a doctorate degree in Garbhsanskar in achieving 
a Divine and Holistic Child by chanting of 9th shloka of Bhaktamar. She started her career as CEO of 
Ahimsaa Television (2002-2004), a sister concern of Aastha TV.  
Also, handled the Human Resources & Communication of Abhijeet Group and also was involved in 
the Operations of FerroAlloy & Power Plants. 

Regularly Contributed in many newspapers and magazines of national repute including the  monthly column of 
Economic Times (All India Edition) and Weekly Column of Lokmat Times on topics related to Spirituality & 
Management. 
Currently working as a Spiritual & Wellness Coach and touching the lives of many through talks, writing, YouTube 
video uploads, blogs, counselling, and meditation session on various topics including Spiritual Intelligence, 
PanchKoshas, Chakras, Karmas, MindPower, Kundalini Awakening, Life After Death, Relationship, Power of 
Mantras, GarbhSanskar etc. Directly Counselling thousands of people through WhatsApp Support Groups named 
‘Spiritual  Awakening’ and also doing focussed counselling of hundreds of would-be mothers & new moms for 
Conception, Pregnancy & Post-natal care through dedicated groups on Garbadhaan, GarbhSanskar & Divya Maa.  
Authoring a book on Garbhsanskar – ‘Creating the Divine Child of your Dreams’ which is under publication with 
Rupa Publishers. 
Managing and running  Goushala with 200 Goumatas (cows) of the most revered pure Indigenous breed (Gaolao 
breed) and taking judicious steps for their rehabilitation as the Gaolao breed is almost on the verge of extinction.  

Working Extensively in Organic Farming as certified Organic Producer. Appointed as JAINA (Federation of Jain 
Association in North America) Ambassador for her notable contribution to Unity of Jains (January, 2023) 
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 Founder Trustee of Siddhayatan at Sammed Shikhaji in Jharkhand, India 
 Advisory Committee Member of Jain International School (Nagpur, India) 
 Founder Spousal Member of YPO, Vidarbha, Member of FICCI FLO, Mumbai and Millennium Mams, 

Mumbai 
 Conferred as ‘Exceptional Wellness Coach of the Year 2021’ for extensively motivating thousands of souls 

through online platforms during pandemic; recognised as ‘Global Chakra Princess’ and awarded as the Top 10 

Outstanding Young Indian Achiever’s Award by JCI in 2010. Email : Sonal.jay@gmail.com 

 
Dr. Trapti Jain, M.COM, Trippel M.A, Ph. D.  Fellow, JAS 

 Associate Prof. of Jain Philosophy, JAIN, (Deemed to be university) Bangalore, Director, T.H.K.R.L.D 
Jain Girl's college, RAMA, Bhantida, Deemed editor of Anand deep Magazine, Asst. Director of 
Prachya vidhya Pith, Shajapur, Advisor member of RATNA TRY PRIKSHA BOARD, Delhi,  Motivational 
Speaker on Jain Studies and on Stress Management, 15 year experience. 
She authored three books - 1. stress management in Jainism 2. Translation of Vagha Chuliya , 3. 
Prakrit Badh. She edited one Book "Namo Sidhanam" She awarded by Hem kuwar award" by Jain 

College and society, Rama, Bhatinda. Email : trapti@Jain university.ac.in. 
 
Dr. Varsha V. Shah, M.A., Ph.D.,    Fellow, JAS 

 Varsha Shah has done M.A. Philosophy (Mumbai University) M.A. in Jainology (Ladnun University). 
Prakrit Ratna Course (Bahubali Institute, Sravanbelagola), Diploma in Prakrit (Prakrit Bharati Academy, 
Jaipur). Working in Jainism department as Research Assistant as well as teaching in Certificate, Diploma 
and M.A. in Jainology under an umbrella organisation of K. J. Somaiya Institute of Dharma Studies, 
Vidyavihar East, Mumbai- 400077. 

Also teaching Jainology Courses conducted by K.V.O Jain Mahajan. Presented 35 Research Papers, Published 10 
articles under peer reviewed journals and books. Life Member of All India Oriental Conference (A.I.O.C.), All India 
Prakrit Association (A.I.P.A), and Akhil Bharatiya Svetambar Jain Vidvat Parishad. 
Email: varsha.shah@somaiya.edu / shahvarsha8@gmail.com. 
 
Dr. Venu Mehta, M.A., Ph.D.,    Fellow, JAS 

 Dr. Venu Mehta is presently working as Assistant Professor of Jainism and Comparative Spiritualities 
at Claremont School of Theology, California, USA. Her present research focuses on the devotional 
practices, literature, and iconography of the Jaina Goddess Padmāvatī, with special attention to 
vernacular and regional forms of devotion and goddesses in Jainism. Her areas of scholarship in Jain 
Studies include Jain religious diaspora and sectarian negotiations in the USA, Jainism and ecology, Jain 

bhakti literature and practices in Gujarat, Jaina theory of Anekāntavāda, and Jaina notion of forgiveness. 
She completed her second M.A. in Religious Studies with a particular focus on Jainism at Florida International 
University. Her M.A. thesis, titled “An Ethnographic Study of Sectarian Negotiations among Diaspora Jains in the 
USA,” is an ethnographic and anthropological study of the Jain communities in the diasporic context. Dr. Mehta 
was a Fulbright Fellow (FLTA) at Indiana University, Bloomington, in 2010-11 and taught Gujarati as a foreign 
language. In addition, she has developed pedagogical materials and a curriculum for teaching the Gujarati language 
to non-native speakers. Her academic background, including research and training in education and literature, led 
to her first Ph.D. in multiculturalism and literature education. In her first Ph.D. project, she focused on developing 
theory, methods, and in-class materials to orient learners towards multiculturalism using literature at the higher 
secondary level. Email: vmehta@cst.edu. 
 
Mr. Vishal M. Mehta,     Fellow, JAS 

Mr. Vishal M. Mehta has completed Certificate & Diploma course in Jainlogy from Mumbai University 
and he is presently studying Prakrit language from Mumbai university & has enrolled for MA 
(Philosophy) from Indira Gandhi National Open University.  
Professionally he is mechanical engineer having diverse experience in heavy fabrication, project 
management and entrepreneurship. He is a co-founder of a research based social sector start-up 

organization which has interests in addressing environmental noise pollution & restoration of polluted water-
bodies; not only through technological intervention but also through building an alternate ecosystem to address 
various social & environmental problems. Email : vmmehta@gmail.com. 
 
Dr. Vijay Sancheti, BAMS  CCH  CML  BScII (Jainology)  Fellow, JAS 

Certificate course in Science and Jainology by, Florida university,  
Life member of : a)Jain Vishwa Bharati, b)Red cross society c) NIMA India 

राष्ट्रीय  संयोजक - जैन ववद्या, समण संस्कृतत  संकाय - जैन ववश्व भारती , लाडनु, संयोजक   

जैन श्वेताम्बर तेरापंथी उपसभा माधवनगर.  

Ex  Executive member - GMPForum Sangli, Member of GMPF Sangli, Ex  Executive member of  
NIMA Sangli, Founder President - Anuvrat Samiti, Madhavanagar (Sangli) 

mailto:shahvarsha8@gmail.com


Online teaching  experience  of  more than 10 years - Jain Vidya, Jain Darshan. Career  Councilling, Medical 
Councilling. Email : drvijaysancheti@gmail.com 
 
Ms. . Hansi Surana, M.A,   Member, JAS 

Hansi Surana, from Delhi, I did my schooling from Guru Harskrishan Public School. I'm a Bcom (Hons) 
graduate in first division from DU. I completed my Masters in Jaineology and Comparative religion & 
Philosophy in first division from Jain Vishwa Bharti Institute, Ladnun. Now, I am pursuing my 2nd 
masters in Prakrit from Mohanlal Sukhadia University, Udaipur. In addition to this, I have done some 
additional courses like a Certificate course in Prakrit from BLI in which I got 3rd position and a 

certificate course in Yoga and Meditation too. Also, I completed Preksha Meditation (first level) and attended 
Vipashyna as well. And now I am pursuing Certificate course in Sanskrit. 
Apart from academics, I have interests in other fields as well. I am an Equity researcher (Invester) in stock market 
and have done courses on stock analysis and financial management. I also have hold on various languages like 
English, Hindi, Prakrit, Sanskrit, Punjabi, and Rajasthani. My other interests also include dancing, where I was part 
of the Jalsa dance group in PGDAV College which awarded me various awards as well. And in Jaineology, I am more 
interested in topic like Anekantvad and love to read Aagam. Email id : hansisurana10@gmail.com 
 
Dr. Jayakanta Badabade, M.D, Ph. D ,    Member, JAS 

I myself  Jayakanta  Badabade  born in Maharashtra  at Sangli 1945.I took my primary education in 
Karnataka  at Kudchi.My secondary  education  was at  Belgaum and my medical  education  was  at 
Hubli li Karnataka. My  higher  education  DCH(ped) and M.D.(ped) completed  in Maharashtra. After 
my marriage  I joined to my husband who is and was physician cum cardiologist  at Ichalakaranji  Dist 
kolhapur  During my practice  of 35 to 40 yrs my  attraction was  at my  religion  and Special  Education. 
So till today I am serving and concentrating on these subjects.During this period  I studied for  M. A 

(Jainoloy) at JVBU  and PhD.at Jain University  Bangalore  under the  guidance of  Dr. Rekha Jain.  My subject of 
thesis  was 'Jain sallekhana  it's Effects  on Mind' .Recently  I joined to the course  of  Jain Science  and  philosophy. 
Email : drjpbadbade@gmail.com 
 
Shri Nikhil Shah, Computer Science and Telcom ,   Member, JAS 

(Specific focus on Data Science, Artificial Intelligence, Blockchain) Developed software platform for 
JSBN Concept (www.jsbn.in), from the inspiration of  Pujya  Bhavyasundar Maharaj-Saheb. It provide 
QR code based solution for Jain scholars to simplify listing, tracking and unify record keeping of Jain 

publication/Literature (similar to ISBN). Leading the initiative of Violence Free World (हहंसा मुक्त ववश्व 
- वैचाररक जाग्रतत अतभयान) with the inspiration from Acharya Hemchandra Suri Maharaj Saheb. One 

of the objective is to spread the awareness of Non-Violence, Meat-Abstinenism, Animal suffering. Developed Jain 
Sangh Management Platform (Comprehensive Web and Mobile app) over period of 2 years of R&D to spread 
awareness of activities and simplify Sangh operations digitally. Lead the development of various other app including 
Jain Pachakhan, samvegyatra.in, Jain Ayambil, Jain Pathshala management, Jain Cenus counting etc.  
Email - nikhil@cilans.net 
 
Dr. (Prof) Rajendra Kumar Jain, M.Com. Ph.D., M.A. Jainology,   Member, JAS 

Service 37years under Higher Education Department,Govt. Of M.P., as a Prof (Com.) and Principal. 
Published work- 01Book name Namo Siddhanam':Ek Sanklanatmak  Prastuti ,Research  Articles 
14(Commerce)and 06 (Jainology) Currently  Academic Trusti , Prachya Vidhya Peeth Sodh 
Sansthan,Doopada Road Shajapur (M.P.)Pin 465001. 
 

 
Mr.  Ramesh Jain, B. Sc., M.A.       Member, JAS 
A successful Businessman who started a manufacturing unit through research & developments as an entrepreneur 
in India about 5 decades back as head of the business and took it to the glorious heights in India, had also Managed 
Educational Institutions being Honorary Manager for over 3 decades being at the helms of the affairs in staff 
selections, management, development and successful operations. 
After becoming a permanent resident of the USA had a license to work as a Public Notary in California. Presently a 
U.S. citizen after acquiring citizenship by naturalization and  living in Santa Clara california.  
Achievements :  
● Merit Scholarship for two years during college studies.  
● Honorary Manager for over 3 decades in Educational Institutions 
 
Dr. Sweety Bothra, Masters in Media , Advertising and Events & Business Design , Member, JAS 



has completed her primary schooling from Nepal(1989-2002) 
 And High School from Mody School, Sikar. (2002-2004). 
She has done her graduation from Lady Shri Ram College for Women, Delhi (2004-2007).She futher 
pursued her Masters in Media , Advertising and Events - NIEM , Mumbai (2007-2008). She has been 
awarded second Prize in the Research Paper on MICE (Meeting, Incentive Corporate Events). She 

has also completed Masters in Business Design (2009-2011) from Welingkar Institute of Management, Mumbai. 
Further on to quench her thirst on Jainism and its practicality, she pursued her Masters in Jainology and 
Comparative Religion and Philosophy from ( 2015-2017) Jain Vishva Bharati Institute, Ladnun. 
Currently she is pursuing her PhD from Jain Vishva Bharati Insitute on Mahavira's Concept of Peace Oriented 
Process - With Special reference to Karmaadaan". It is at the completion stage. 
 


